
Recipient: Arkansas Board of Education

Letter: Greetings,

RE: Arkansas Governor's School Site Selection Process.

Arkansas Governor's School is a six-week residential program for gifted and
talented rising seniors funded by the Arkansas Department of Education.
Since 1980, over 15,000 rising seniors have matriculated at Arkansas
Governor's School where they benefited from a researched and verified
curriculum, developed by educators specializing in gifted education,
specially designed for the social, educational, and psychological needs of
students.
This year, as provided by statute, the Arkansas Department of Education
solicited bids from colleges and universities to submit proposals to host
Arkansas Governor's School for the next three-year cycle. Three colleges
submitted bids and a governor-appointed site selection committee visited
the three campuses armed with a “site visit evaluation: Arkansas Governor’s
school 2019-2021” form, two pages of rules defining the curriculum and site
requirements, and a sheet entitled "Final Scoring" that explains the voting
process.
In a decision that raises more questions than it does answers, the Site
Selection Committee gave Hendrix College its highest cumulative score but
recommended Arkansas Tech as the site location for the next three-year
cycle. This recommendation appears to violate the site selection committee’s
own rules. On the final scoring sheet, it clearly states that “the institution
with the highest cumulative score will be recommended as the site for
the 2019-2021 Arkansas Governor’s School.” The sheet then goes on to
state, “in the event of a tie, the institution with the highest number of
first-place votes will be recommended as the site for the 2019-2021 Arkansas
Governor’s School.” Cost is not an issue since both bids predict the same
cost for operations. As one AGS Alum put it recently, "this looks bad." We
do not have a satisfactory explanation for this decision. We request that
the Arkansas Board of Education not follow the Site Selection Committee’s
recommendation and pick the site that had the highest cumulative score,
Hendrix College, pursuant to its own rules.
Further, we have concerns about the proposed curriculum from ATU.
Arkansas Governor’s School was meant to nurture the future leaders



of Arkansas by exposing them to peers from across the state as well as
fostering intellectual curiosity and critical thinking. Rule 5.06 clearly states
that Area II “will focus on the ways we think, the assumptions that underlie
our own thinking and the thinking that takes place within the various
discipline.” Thus far, Governor's School has not focused on building finite
knowledge, but building intellectual curiosity and teaching students how
to explore the many facets of a complex issue through healthy, meaningful
debate. We believe that the Area II curriculum outlined by the ATU proposal
fails to fulfill the requirements of Rule 5.06.
We are also concerned that such a tight focus on technology and technology
alone will alienate a certain segment of the population who will choose
not to apply to the program. In its description of the proposed Area 3
curriculum, the ATU application states that "problems like cyber-bullying,
sexting, or other misuse of social media will be framed in a context that
affords student the opportunity to understand long-term consequences of
such practices." Quite simply, the students of AGS are much more likely to
be victims of cyberbullying and misuse of social media than perpetrators
and the description gives us concern that the creators of this proposal don’t
understand the needs of its target population.
There are other issues regarding the safety of having high school aged
students on a college campus with college students. There is no guarantee
in the proposal submitted by Arkansas Tech that they will not have summer
school college classes during the Arkansas Governor’s School session. We
also have noticed that the proposed schedule is so late in the summer that it
would interfere with football and marching band practice.
We all want to encourage our brightest students to stay in Arkansas and
contribute positively to our state. Many of the most talented students
can feel isolated in their own communities, however, and some may
go out-of-state for college as a result. Providing a summer residential
program in Arkansas that uses well-researched techniques for educating
gifted students can help students connect with true peers socially and
academically, and to see that they are not alone, and that they can pursue
their academic dreams and goals in their home state.
We never expected Arkansas Governor’s School or its curriculum to
be stagnant but we never expected that the proposed changes would
completely disregard what has worked for the students who attended the
program.
For these reasons, we ask that the Arkansas Board of Education not follow
the recommendation of the Arkansas Governor’s School Site Selection
Committee and reconsider Hendrix College.



Comments

Name Location Date Comment

Jolyon Larson Conway, AR 2018-09-09 The curriculum and siting are insufficient to satisfy the needs of AGS
and its future students.

Jennifer Davis Bryant, AR 2018-09-09 As an AGS alum and the parent of an AGS alum, I cannot stress
enough how important it is to carefully evaluate any curriculum and
venue changes for what best serves the needs of the target student
population. The mission and vision of AGS have allowed it to make a
difference in the future of Arkansas’ gifted students in a way that no
other program has for decades. It is a program that should not EVER
be guided by political agendas. Ever.

Brad Aaron Washington, DC 2018-09-10 The proposed program by ATU removes all of what made AGS an
effective and transformative program. As an AGS alumnus I cannot
support the change to ATU with the program they have proposed.

Wendy Francis Conway, AR 2018-09-10 AGS in its current environment has flourished throughout its history
and produced many community leaders. It is not broken or stagnant
- quite the opposite.

Rebecca Simpson Benton, AR 2018-09-10 As an alumni of AGS, I want this program to continue to provide
support and opportunities for Arkansas’s gifted students. The
proposed changes to the AGS curriculum do not do that. They
appear to be more in line with a typical summer school program.
This is very troubling.

Caitlin Conn Athens, GA 2018-09-10 AGS was a life changing opportunity for me. The proposed changes
are a drastic depart from the very things that made this program so
powerful.

Libby Speck Conway, AR 2018-09-10 AGS was such an amazing experience that I look back on fondly. It
would be a great disservice for the future AGS students to not give
them the same experience I had!

Michelle Mullins Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 I met my husband at AGS. We were only friends then but have
been married 21 years. I met so many friends from such diverse
backgrounds. I loved being on Hendrix campus and felt very safe.
The speakers were amazing. The program and its core classes were
challenging and different than anything I’ve ever done before or
since. My daughters are almost old enough to go and it breaks
my heart to see it destroyed by politics. Please don’t move it to
Tech (I love tech too and attended classes and camps there. But
it’s not the right closed campus for this.). Please don’t destroy
the program. This is one of the best things we have in our state
education program. Let it be.

Jessica McClard Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 1993 alum and mom of 2018 alum. AGS remains important to me.
From my daughter’s reflections after this Summer session, I know it
will remain important for her, too. Arkansas has many challenges,
but the time-honored tradition of AGS is something of which our
state can be proud. It would be such a shame for transient political
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winds prioritizing markets even more transient to alter course from
this North Star.

Hanna Moyster Conway, AR 2018-09-10 As an AGS 2018 alum, I couldn't imagine it being anywhere else.
Hendrix is a beautiful campus that is centrally located in Arkansas.
It allows students to experience a completely unique artistic and
cultural opportunity through Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre
performances, based in Conway at UCA just a short drive away
from Hendrix, and visits to the Crystal Bridges art museum a few
hours away. With the new location in mind, these opportunities just
wouldn't be possible.

Jordan Smith Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Without I can safely I would not be the person I am today. This
program has changed me in such a way that I can no longer look
at a problem and ignore it, they have made me want to better
myself but the community around me. They have opened my eyes
to social injustices around the world and given me the tools to to
make a change. AGS has taught me to ask questions and not to take
anything at face value. I could make a list longer than you could
stand to hear about how AMAZING this program is just the way it
is but let me just end this by saying this, to change anything about
AGS would be a disservice to those who have yet had the pleasure
to experience it, so I ask you to please PLEASE leave AGS the way I is
and always has been.

Kara Gould Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 AGS and it's focus on intellectual inquiry is truly a gem that has
nurtured generations of Arkansas' most gifted and talented
students. As AGS alumni it is our hope that future generations will
be able to benefit from the inquiry-based AGS program that we did.

Ira Gilmore Lithonia, GA 2018-09-10 I am a native of Arkansas and I care .

Jordan Smith Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Without AGS I can safely I would not be the person I am today. This
program has changed me in such a way that I can no longer look
at a problem and ignore it, it has made me want to better not only
myself but the community around me. They have opened my eyes
to social injustices around the world and given me the tools to to
make a change. AGS has taught me to ask questions and not to take
anything at face value. I could make a list longer than you could
stand to hear. About how AMAZING this program is, just the way it
is but let me just end this by saying this, to change anything about
AGS would be a disservice to those who have yet had the pleasure
to experience it, so I ask you to please PLEASE leave AGS the way it
is and always has been.

Abigail Oudekerk Conway, AR 2018-09-10 As a 2018 alumna, I believe that AGS belongs at Hendrix. The
verdant campus, welcoming environment, and perfect length of
the program made Governor's School a truly valuable experience
for me. The fantastic teachers and curriculum (especially in Area
II) broadened my mind and gave me new perspective on how I
can help my community and society. The new, technology-focused
curriculum may seem perfect for a modern society; but while I am
constantly learning about technology, it was at AGS that I learned
how to be a better human being. I fear that the proposed changes
will rob future students of the opportunity I had.
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Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 I am a member of the Arkansas Governor’s School Class of 2018.
I woke up the other morning to a distressing stream of hundreds
of messages in the AGS ’18 Alumni Group Chat. The group chat
to which I refer has nearly 200 of the AGS ’18 alumni, and not
one person has any stance other than a strong opposition to the
recommendation to transfer to Tech.

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 Arkansas Tech University is the host to multiple other summer
programs, in addition to having college students on campus. I
cannot imagine how much that would have detracted from my
experience. With different people that are all following a different
set of rules, this also poses a safety concern in my mind. “Working
around” other summer camps is far easier said than done.

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 Perhaps, though, the most prominent reason I protest against this
relocation is the drastic change of curriculum (and consequential
swapping out of an incredible staff). Reading Arkansas Tech’s rather
lengthy curriculum proposal, I broke down in tears. I am truly
appalled by the level of disregard displayed in this proposal for the
past successes of this program. Our society is dependent on much
more than STEM, and not everything has to be entirely centered
around the idea of a technological society. In fact, the policy in place
this summer was that no computers could be brought at all, and
cell devices would remain in the dorm rooms. I think I am speaking
on behalf of the entire AGS populous when I say that, although
not having our devices may have been a bit difficult at first, it was
ultimately incredibly rewarding to unplug and truly find myself for
6 weeks, something I doubt I will ever do again. In this era where
an improbable technological future is being pushed as the truth, I
cannot describe what t

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 As a drama major, it may seem that I am pushing for Hendrix to
remain the home to AGS because of a preference for the arts, but
students in the academic areas are in congruence with this thinking.
In fact, someone from Natural Science said in our chat that, though
she is an avid supporter of STEM, she would never have wanted
to give up the Areas II and III curriculums in order to do more
STEM. AGS was established nearly 4 decades ago as a program to
promote liberal arts education in Arkansas’s best and brightest
rising seniors. It has successfully met this mission every summer.
This proposal, however, skews the mission of Governor’s school in
favor of purely backwards, anti-arts notions. While technological
literacy is important to a certain degree, it definitely should not be
the focus of a six-week program like Arkansas Governor’s School.
This summer, AGS program attracted students I met from schools
that do not even have a computer lab. It is increasingly important
that these students are given the s

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 Further, on a personal level, the Hendrix College Campus grew
to mean so much to me and others during our time there, and
the program would sustain a great loss without its facilities and
ideal location. The Hendrix cafeteria faculty loved having summer
work, and longtime AGS faculty have grown strongly attached to
the campus, and would be unwilling to return should the program
move. Some of these teachers have been spending their summers
at Hendrix for decades, and would have to terminate this part of
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their career due to a location transfer. Further than just terminating
these jobs, though, the teachers of which I speak contributed
exponentially to the successes of this program, and AGS would be
lacking in quality without them. I have seen several of these faculty
members taking to social media to protest.

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 I am further distressed by what I hear of the site selection
committee’s process to arrive at a campus recommendation. In any
scoring process, if a rubric is to be released, the results from that
rubric must be adhered to. It seems as though there was a level of
uncertainty about what rule the scoring system played on which
campus received the committee’s recommendation. If a scoring
system is released to a set of judges, the scoring system itself
must not have its validity questioned. This whole process seems
purposely and knowingly convoluted. Why could a simple vote not
be taken?

Warren McCombs Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 My sister, a high school junior and national award-winning
playwright who has no interest in computer science, has been
looking forward to attending AGS for many years now, and is
considering not even applying if the proposed changes are
made. During my summer at AGS, I bonded with teachers and
students, and made a parody video of one of the movies that has
been required viewing at AGS for 3 decades. The parody focused
on various inside jokes regarding the campus and curriculum
that would be understood by AGS ’18 and ’81 alumni alike. This
consistency is one of the things that makes AGS such a stand-out
program. I would be deeply saddened to see it move to Tech.

Bridget Thompson Cabot, AR 2018-09-10 Governors school was one of the most amazing times in my life.
It was great to be around so many other teenagers that were
passionate about their education and their chosen fieldz

Melinda
Martin-Tollette

Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 I attended AGS in 1981, the second year of its existence in Arkansas.
Not many students knew what to expect. The Governor's School
experience is like nothing else. It was completely engaging,
enlightening and energizing. The depth of the discussions both
in and out of the classroom set a high bar for me to maintain
throughout my lifetime. In my current position as a camp director, I
strive to create an environment where students can learn differently
and where they will feel comfortable in their own skin. I'm so
glad I was one of those crazy kids who actually wanted to learn
in the summer. And I am thrilled that both of my daughters had
the opportunity to attend AGS with the youngest attending this
summer. She would not have been able to attend under the ATU
proposal, as the dates are not conducive to band and football
participants who must attend mandatory training at their respective
schools during that time. That is not my only concern. I have read
the proposals, and I am signing this petition because the

Sandy Longhorn Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 As a previous instructor at AGS, I strongly oppose the Site Selection
committed ignoring the scoring results.

Nikki A Sherwood, AR 2018-09-10 Arkansas Governor’s School was the best when I attended in
summer of 1993. As a French horn player in my Area I- I learned so
much about new music that AGS helped me realize that I wanted
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to be a professional musician and music teacher. I traveled the
country for my BM and MM and studied abroad where I won an
international scholarship to pursue a post grad degree at the Royal
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in Glasgow, Scotland. I chose
to teach then joined the Army as a French horn player after 9/11.
AGS gave me the perspective that anything is possible if I am always
curious, I continue to work hard and I’m compassionate for others.
ATU may be great for a tech camp but it would not meet the caliber
of experience as AGS is at Hendrix College. Please keep AGS at
Hendrix.

Robert Morgan Fort Smith, AR 2018-09-10 There are many compelling reasons, not the least of which is there
was a scoring and it is being ignored.

Eric Meter US 2018-09-10 I attended AGS in 1991 and went to Arkansas Tech 1992-96 before
becoming a United Methodist pastor. AGS was formative in my
learning to ask good questions and see the world honestly. While
I love my alma matter, Arkansas Tech's proposal falls short of the
spirit of AGS, and I oppose the Site Selection Committee's decision.

Megan Vandergriff Jacksonville, AR 2018-09-10 I attended AGS in 2013 and am actually a graduate of Arkansas Tech
University (Class of 2018!). I loved the university and have no issue
with the LOCATION aspect of this change for AGS. My issue is with
the curriculum changes it will bring. I am from a very small town
in Arkansas, and if it weren’t from what I learned (and the way I
learned them at AGS), I wouldn’t be the woman I am today. These
pieces of AGS are critical in its success and should remain as they
are.

Susan Jackson Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 As an AGS Alumni, a parent of two Gifted and Talented daughters,
and a Gifted and Talented educator, I see the need for a strong
Gifted summer program in Arkansas every day. AGS was not created
to be more of the advanced programming students already receive
in school, but a program that offers more enriching experiences
than they are able to have in the traditional setting. I played music
at AGS that, even as a Music Performance Major, I did not get the
opportunity to play. AGS broadened my horizons in so many ways
both musically and by showing me there were so many different
ways of thinking outside of my narrow experience up to that point.

Carol Jenkens Conway, AR 2018-09-10 I am a high school teacher who believes in excellence!

Marie Aldrich Conway, AR 2018-09-10 STEM is important but not at the expense of all disciplines. Follow
the established procedures.

Zachary Priest Saint Louis, MO 2018-09-10 AGS, as it is today, has been one of the most positive forces in my
life to date. To morph the program into something unrecognizable
has been the goal of the Arkansas legislature for decades. Toying
around with this program is toying with the futures of countless
gifted and talented students who may otherwise fall through the
cracks.

Dawn Lovell West Monroe, LA 2018-09-10 I am an AGS alum with a computer science degree who has been
working in a tech field for years. My AGS experiences have proven
more valuable to my career than any STEM class or training.
AGS fosters a spirit of curiosity while also developing the skills of
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respectful discourse, research, and creative, critical thinking. People
with that background are invaluable to technology companies and
other employers. Technical skills can be learned in many ways and
from many sources. The personal and intellectual development
offered by AGS is unique. It should also be said that there are many
STEM summer camps. There is only one AGS. Turning AGS into yet
another technology camp would do a disservice to Arkansas' gifted
and talented students and to the state itself. In addition, moving
AGS to a location where college students would also be present on
campus creates safety concerns.

Kimberly Smith Harrison, AR 2018-09-10 I'm signing because the "think for yourself" philosophy of AGS
challenged me tremendously as a young conservative. It PREPARED
me for college and made me begin to reason out why I believed and
to realize that my ideas were not always going to be of the majority.
It would be tragic to make the changes I've seen described to this
experience that has been so valuable to so many from so many
walks of life and political ideologies.Also-- Please don't expose it to
scandal and parental resistance by moving it to Tech and asking
parents to send their 16-year-old kids to a university and have them
mixed in on campus with college students coming and going. If the
parents will even go along with the idea, it won't go well once the
high schoolers arrive.Please reconsider the decision. It seems very
foolish, particularly when the site scoring indicated that Hendrix was
the better choice.

Troy Brazile Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Anothe Arkansas Governor’s School alumni (1983) who is concerned
about keeping this fantastic program apolitical. Hendrix should be
the site based on the committees own criteria and the decision to
choose ATU should be reversed.

Lizbeth Huggins North Little Rock,
AR

2018-09-10 I don’t know that I could put into words everything that AGS meant
and still means to me. I met people I never would have met, many
of whom I’m still in contact with today. The chance for kids to have a
safe place to think outside the box and express opinions that differ
from their family or community is invaluable. Hendrix is by far the
better choice because the campus is completely AGS.

Toktam Ghaffari Russellville, AR 2018-09-10 As an alumni and an employee of the program I believe in the
protection and preservation of it. Having read the proposal created
by Arkansas Tech I don’t believe that they truly grasp what is taught
at Governor School, and what we are in danger of losing.

Steven Hulsey Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 The only educational experience more challenging and rewarding to
me than my time as an AGS resident has been my time working as a
Resident Assistant in the program.

Jason Burke Murphy Chicopee, MA 2018-09-10 Please read the argument in this letter. Our state needs to value
education.

Ryan Pitchford Clarksville, AR 2018-09-10 More central location, and if it isn't broke do we need to change it?

Britt Runion Memphis, TN 2018-09-10 Follow the established rules.

Spencer Sutterfield Little Rock,, AR 2018-09-10 For the past 15 consecutive summers, I've lived and worked at
AGS. I've seen first hand the life changing value this program has
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on the lives of Arkansas students from every corner of the state.
There is no better location for AGS than the small, secure, and fully
conditioned campus of Hendrix College where it has refined its
existence for the last 38 years. It’s not easy to form a pop-up school
for 400 students each summer. The institutional memory that exists
within the walls of Hendrix is worth noting. Equally worth noting, is
the radically altered curriculum changes that ATU proposes. I get
the attraction of STEM centered programing. I see how it *looks*
impressive to a bureaucratic site selection committee, however,
as this petition articulates, a focus on building finite knowledge
rather than "building intellectual curiosity and teaching students
how to explore the many facets of a complex issue through healthy,
meaningful debate" is a significant blow to the legacy and value of
the AGS program. Empo

Wells Thompson Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Uprooting the program would force several hardworking staff to
retire and undermine years of infrastructure and labor that’s gone
into making the experience one of the most excellent extracurricular
opportunities for high school students in the state. As an alumnus
of the class of 2010, I urge you to allow AGS to continue to flourish
in its rightful location, Hendrix College, with the people, equipment,
and facilities that support it. Moving it anywhere else would
waste time, money, and potential over petty, politically motivated
grievances that aren’t at all relevant to what the program is: an
excellent educational opportunity and an investment in Arkansas’s
future and well being.

Spencer Sutterfield Little Rock,, AR 2018-09-10 For the past 15 consecutive summers, I've lived and worked at AGS.
I've seen first-hand the life changing value this program has on the
lives of Arkansas students from every corner of the state. There
is no better location for AGS than the small, secure, and already
conditioned campus of Hendrix College where it has refined its
existence for the last 38 years. It’s not easy to form a pop-up school
for 400 students each summer. The institutional memory that exists
within the walls of Hendrix is worth noting. Equally worth noting is
the radically altered curriculum changes that ATU proposes. I get
the attraction of STEM centered programing. I see how it *looks*
impressive to a bureaucratic site selection committee, however, as
this petition articulates, a focus on building finite knowledge rather
than &quot;building intellectual curiosity and teaching students
how to explore the many facets of a complex issue through healthy,
meaningful debate&quot; is a significant blow to the legacy and
value of the AGS pro

Stanarius Buford Conway, AR 2018-09-10 Why chance something that has prospered for many years?

Mary Morris Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Top tech company founders and CEOs have all stated the
importance of well rounded education and exposure to liberal arts
as opposed to an overemphasis on stem. Governor school is for
future leaders. Some may work in tech but coding want teach them
human relations, leadership and negotiating skills.

Lisa Lawrence Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Lisa Lawrence

Ken Sutterfield MAUMELLE, AR 2018-09-10 I am asking that the Arkansas Board of Education not follow the Site
Selection Committee’s recommendation but rather choose the site
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that had the highest cumulative score, Hendrix College, pursuant to
its own rules. Any other decision would further expose the cronyism
currently afoot in Arkansas.

Jaimee Jensen Conway, AR 2018-09-10 As an AGS Class of 2003 alum, I do. It support these changes. A
focus away from philosophy and the liberal arts changes the AGS
experience completely.

April Smith Pea Ridge, AR 2018-09-10 The 6-week Governor’s School at Hendrix College was one of
the definitive times of my life. It transformed me from a meek,
close-minded thinker who had all of her thoughts handed to her on
a silver platter to an individual who felt free to examine facts and
ideas from all sides, someone who was not afraid to major in music
and affect the future of thousands of children in the last 15 years.
I became a leader that summer. I truly hope you will consider all
outcomes of the changes proposed.

Cynthia Fisher Daytona Beach, FL 2018-09-10 Arkansas Governor's School is where I learned to reason and to
think critically. The curriculum was timeless. I was not told what
to think, but rather, how to think. I can't help but wonder if the
discrepancy in question is related to accusations of AGS being a
"Liberal Indoctrination Camp".

Judy Stroope Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Leave Govenor’s School at Hendrix!

Anne Rus Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Changing the curriculum emphasis of AGS will dilute its
effectiveness and impact. It’s where I learned to think critically,
defend my own opinions and appreciate different views. Those
are skills that serve us well no matter what vocation or career we
choose.

Jules James Durham, NC 2018-09-10 A proud choir alum (‘87) and know so many folks who found their
voices, socially, intellectually, artistically, at AGS and cannot fathom
it turning into a tech prep program and at a location where the calm
and solitude would be interrupted with a campus on full summer
school mode. Keep it at Hendrix!!!

Sloane Pardue Houston, TX 2018-09-10 AGS belongs at Hendrix. I am a proud Arkansan and was shocked
to see the proposed location change because AGS culture includes
Hendrix. A-State should make a separate program for more summer
education opportunities for high schoolers, not take AGS away from
Hendrix!

Danny Burdess Rogers, AR 2018-09-10 Critical thinking is being diminished across the nation, in favor of
compliance. We need more critical thinkers to ensure the future of
our democracy.

Allison Schuetz US 2018-09-10 Why change something that isn’t broken? As an AGS alumni I love
having it at Hendrix. There aren’t a lot of places that are involved in
the arts but Hendrix definitely is while also providing an abundance
of STEM related ventures. The atmosphere of Hendrix is small
enough for the community cohesion as well.

Chrystal Paul Sherwood, AR 2018-09-10 You aren’t supposed to change the rules after your chosen one
loses. Arkansas students deserve better than what they’re getting in
this deal.
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Glen Hooks Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 AGS is a proven success in its current form—both in terms of
curriculum and its safe, insular location for high school students.
I have been lucky enough to be a student at AGS and later an
instructor. It’s a transformational program. I urge you to keep AGS
at its 38-year location, with a curriculum that has been time-tested
and proven to be of incredible value. Listen to the ones who’ve had
the direct experience with AGS—the students. They know the value
and they overwhelmingly want to keep AGS in its current form and
location. Thank you.

Mike Mueller Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 As a former AGS instructor AND parent of an AGS alum, I know the
impact this program has on students. Changing its location, thereby
its focus, would be detrimental to its original purpose. Hendrix's
unique location, facilities, and availability allow AGS students to
flourish.

Ronald McDaniel II Conway, AR 2018-09-10 I learned more about myself in the six weeks of governors school
than I ever had up to that point in my life. I have always carried the
lessons learned there with me. I can honestly say, if it had been only
technologically centered, I would not have taken part.

Fallon Bleich Bentonville, AR 2018-09-10 AGS is why I ended up falling in love with Hendrix. It is important
that it stay there because it's such a small campus and helps bond
everybody in AGS.

Brookelynn Mason Silverdale, WA 2018-09-10 I am an alumni of AGS (2009) and keeping the critical
thinking-focused curriculum is what makes AGS...well, AGS. It’s not
just a GT program. It’s a life changing journey towards free thought
and the communication of ideas.

Tammy Lutz-Rechtin Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 I don't know exactly what the metrics of success are for AGS, but if
the program is designed to keep bright students in the state-AGS
worked, if it is designed for students with shared interests to
meet and stay life-long friends-AGS worked, if it was designed to
challenge preconceived ideas and create a format to communicate
respectfully about those differences-AGS worked, and finally if it
was designed to show students that they can reach their dreams
by connecting with the world regardless of their locale- AGS
worked. I attended AGS in 1986 and my son in 2015. Based on
my conversations with my son, I believe the value of the program
has not diminished in the past 30 years and hope it continues for
future generations. If there is a need for a AP summer camp, then
why don't we create a separate program and not ruin something
successful in the process.

Sloane
Harper-Cornett

Kansas City, MO 2018-09-10 Gifted students need to continue having this life-changing
experience.

Brenda Brandenburg Hot Springs, AR 2018-09-10 I agree with the explanation offered in this petition. Scoring clearly
showed Hendrix to be the highest ranked site for AGS therefore,
there should be no reason to choose ATU over Hendrix. This is a
no-brainer for the ADE. Keep AGS at Hendrix and retain Arkansas’
brightest students in their home state!

Peter Clay US 2018-09-10 As an alumni of the first governors school I understand how
transformative the experience can be for the students. As a
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middling high school student with poor grades I was somehow
selected to attend the first governors school through the
intervention of some very special people. It opened my eyes to
possibilities and let me know that being the strange one was not
quite so lonely and that there was a broader world that I could
experience beyond my current circumstances. The experience
certainly helped me gain admission to Hendrix College as an
undergraduate and gave me the opportunity to attend Oxford
University as a junior in college. My liberal arts education gave
me the ability to work in any field that I choose because I had the
relatively naive belief that I could learn how to do "it". My career
has led me to be the Chief Information Security Officer for 2 global
companies and spend the last 20 plus years of my life working in the
very technical fields of information security. While I can't say that

Ann Owen Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 My husband, Rick, and I are am very concerned about the future of
Arkansas Governor’s School — we fear that moving it from Hendrix
will adversely impact the program and compromise the safety of
the teens that attend.We know the program well, as both of our
children attended AGS, many friends have sent their children to
AGS, and our daughter has served as an instructor there for the past
two years.My family and I are worried that Arkansas Tech University
and the committee members who voted to move the program do
not fully understand the purpose AGS and how to provide a safe
space for 400 students in such a short time. We are concerned,
too, that the focus on technology proposed by ATU will dilute the
well-rounded nature of the current program.We would not have
sent our teenagers to AGS had it been hosted by ATU — not because
there is anything inherently wrong with the university, but the fact
that ATU holds classes during the summer makes it likely that AGS
teens could not be safely separated from the o

Richard Swafford Woonsocket, RI 2018-09-10 As an AGS Alum, I can testify that the curriculum and setting of AGS
has a profound, positive impact on my life. Please do not change
either.

Beth Elliott Norman, OK 2018-09-10 The rules should be upheld and the school with the highest
cumulative score should have been chosen. Period. Also, changing
the curriculum seems like it may have a detrimental effect on the
purpose of the program. Leave it in its current form!

Craven Jessica 春⽇部市, Japan 2018-09-10 As technology continues to advance and become more pervasive
within all fields, it means that emphasis for human jobs will shift
to increasingly demand creativity, communication skills, and the
sort of dialectical thinking that a machine is far from being able to
replicate. This move therefore seems to be a step backward, and
Arkansas is already starved of art education and liberal education in
its public K12 schools.

Pamela Grist Fort Smith, AR 2018-09-10 Great opportunity that should continue.

John Anglin Conway, AL 2018-09-10 As an AGS instructor for the last 3 years, I can definitively say that
the curriculum proposed by Arkansas Tech is sub-standard at
best. It seems to emphasize technology and computer education
above all other areas. This is contrary to the very idea of Governor's
School as defined in the state charter. Further, the decision made
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by the selection committee seems to be politically motivated. Some
legislators seem to have the idea that Governor's School promotes
&quot;liberal&quot; ideology above others. There is no political
agenda at AGS! I can personally attest to this as I do not identify
as a liberal politically and know several other faculty and staff
members who do not either. Also, as a veteran of the US Air Force,
I can assure you that I would never dedicate myself to a cause
that was unfair or unjust in any way, especially to my students. I
urge the board to make the correct educational decision. Follow
the guidelines established by the board, and reject the selection
committe's recommendation based on

Jamiel Creer Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 AGS’s curriculum doesn’t need changing. It changed me so much.

Dan Vines Peachtree City, GA 2018-09-10 AGS is one of the only things Arkansas has gotten right when it
comes to education. There is a reason why it became the model
used by many other states who wanted to implement programs of
their own. Don’t try to fix something that isn’t broken.

Isaac Pruden Seattle, WA 2018-09-10 AGS at Hendrix and with the incredible focus it had are what gave
me the drive to figure out who I was and not just follow what my
environment told me I should become. It gave me the drive to
figure out how to live happily.

Lei Pinter conway, AR 2018-09-10 As a technology professional, but more importantly as the parent
of two AGS alumni, I would like to see the program stay at Hendrix
with the proven curriculum.

Stacie Nellis Jacksonville, AR 2018-09-10 AGS doesn’t need to change. By moving locations, clearly, it would
risk changing one of the most important parts if AGS; Area II. Area II
changed me and I’m sure it has changed hundreds if not thousands
of peopld over the years. It makes you think..It makes you grow.
Why would we as a state risk hosting AGS somewhere different?
Please, don’t let this mistake happen.

Roger Hall Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 AGS at Hendrix was an amazing and inspirational experience for two
of my kids. They might be even more upset about Area II changes
than venue changes, but I would certainly like to know why the
governor's committee didn't follow their own empirical evidence.
Easy to guess that's it is just more crony capitalism.

Tom Clary Memphis, TN 2018-09-10 The AGS curriculum provided a sea change for me and others.
Hendrix College is, in my opinion, an integral part of what
makes AGS so special: a nurturing and private environment that
fosters critical thinking and provides a safe space for challenging
conventional thoughts and practices. AGS is a gem and I sincerely
hope that the committee can stay focused on its mission, for the
benefit of Arkansas students who might otherwise have little-to-no
exposure to new ways of thinking and living.

Kalia Hall Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 Arkansas Governor's School was the best 6 weeks of my life. One
of the best things about it was that we weren't allowed to have
our phones, and the focus was on interpersonal communication.
I learned how to interact with others in a more meaningful way. I
can't imagine this program being held at any other campus than
Hendrix. It's smaller campus contributes to the closeness felt by
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students of all area disciplines. It's the perfect place for AGS, and
there is no reason it should change.

Jennifer Cabrera Ossining, NY 2018-09-10 Attending Arkansas Governor’s School was one of the most
enriching educational experiences I’ve ever had. It expanded my
worldview in myriad ways and it would be a crime to deny that
type of experience to future generations of Arkansans. A focus on
liberal arts and critical thinking skills doesn’t preclude students from
a future in the technology industry; in fact, it’s vital for leaders in
the field to know how to explore their own biases and anticipate
blind spots in order to create effective technological solutions. I’ve
personally been working on the technological side of the nonprofit
sector for the past 5 years after attending AGS for English language
arts and earning a BA degree in an interdisciplinary field that
combined English and Classics. What has made the difference
for me is an ability to think creatively and critically - skills that
were greatly expanded during the summer I spent at Arkansas
Governor’s School. I urge you not to destroy the things that make
this program so special. T

Andrea Stitt US 2018-09-10 I’m signing because AGS has been more then just a college prep
camp, and it shouldn’t be turned into one.

Anna McAfee Conway, AR 2018-09-10 I attended AGS in 2013. It sounds cheesy or cliche to say, but it
changed the way I thought. The professors, students, courses, and
other aspects of the program helped me to develop my critical
thinking, open my mind to a more diverse and complex world, and
challenge myself for one of the first times in my life. Attending
this program helped pave my decisions to pursue a career in
music therapy, attend the Schedler’s Honors College at UCA, and
challenge myself in all aspects of my life. Being at Hendrix College
is not just a coincidence for AGS. it makes the most since. It is close
to Little Rock, there are no college students on campus, and the
environment the campus brings is truly unique and special.

Melanie
Johnson-Moxley

Columbia, MO 2018-09-10 AGS 1985

courtney Bradford little rock, AR 2018-09-10 AGS ALUMNI C/O 06!

Crystal Hunnicutt Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 My daughter attended at Hendrix in 2011 and really enjoyed the
experience.

camelia schoeller bentonville, AR 2018-09-10 My son recently attended AGS at Hendrix and had a stellar
experience. I can think of no better institution to host this program.
Furthermore, having high school students on a campus with college
students is clearly a safety issue. I would not want to send my child
to AGS if this were the case.

Keith Coker Conway, AR 2018-09-10 If the process was not followed, then the result is questionable. If
the requirements were not met, why was the winning application
considered valid? Hendrix may not always be the home of AGS,
but any change needs to follow the process or the presumption of
fairness is lost. That's a poor example for all Arkansas High School
students. If there are those that simply want to change the host site
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because Hendrix has had it since inception, then prove the new site
would be better.

erin borst Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 AGS changed my life for the better by not focusing on finalized
learning but instead teaching true development and thinking skills
unlearnable anywhere else. I didn't even want to go to college
before AGS, and afterwards I couldn't wait to start my Hendrix
journey. Keep this a program that will inspire kids to learn, teach,
and explore themselves instead of making it like every STEM camp
in AR.

Thomas Spencer Kingsville, TX 2018-09-10 AGS 1985, now Dean of the Honors College at Texas A&M
University-Kingsville. AGS was an important educational experience
for me and many of my peers.

Annalise Kellner Russellville, AR 2018-09-10 AGS should be at Hendrix!!!

Indigo
Anderson-Moore

Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 One of the beautiful things about AGS is the chance it gives students
to experience a variety of topics, areas, and views. By moving the
program and changing the core of what it is, you are eliminating
what AGS stands for. A specialized tech program in Arkansas would
be great, but that isn’t what AGS is. AGS gives students a place to
explore their passions (Drama, Math, Art, Creative Writing, etc) while
also exposing them to philosophy, social issues, and ideas they may
not encounter in their daily lives. The new plans that have been
set out seem to be more focused on creating a diligent workforce
instead of fostering a new generation of thoughtful individual. AGS
needs to stay in a setting that allows students a safe place to learn,
and it should focus on a wide curriculum.

jessica Taverna Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 I’m a former AGS faculty from 2009-2013. Let AGS stay at Hendrix,
but with a new director who can facilitate the incorporation of some
technology into the courses being offered. This program has been a
major turning point for many students who need social interaction,
critical thinking skills, and a Hendrix environment lends itself to this
safe environment quite easily.

Stephanie Vanderslice Conway, AR 2018-09-10 This change does not make sense.

Jennifer Gregory Chicago, IL 2018-09-10 Alumni AGS 2006. I’m not signing because of nostalgia for the
Hendrix campus or because I am resistant to change, but the
changes proposed seem to be for a new kind of STEM-focused
program altogether. No one is saying that STEM isn’t important, but
relating everything back to STEM doesn’t promote the diversity of
thought that Areas II and III are meant to do. My Area I was Drama;
if both my Areas II and III had only related to theatre and the arts,
I might as well have attended other completely drama-focused
programs. Instead, it introduced me to aspects of interpersonal
development and critical thinking skills that served me well not
only in college, but in my life.I also have concerns about the
infrastructure of the ATU campus, which is much larger than the
Hendrix campus. Will there still be summer classes at ATU? Will
there be college students amidst mostly 17-year-olds? Are they
prepared to train an RA staff to manage and support these minors,
which is necessarily different than the management and
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Brady Massey Pocahontas, AR 2018-09-10 I actually don't care where AGS is held, but it's been the only
program of its kind that attracts students that aren't adequately
serviced in other offerings. If the programs rules are being violated,
and if selecting a new site would change the traditional nature of
the program, the ADE needs to respect the policies already in place.

Serena Puang Rogers, AR 2018-09-10 I went to AGS for English, and the opportunity to have that valued
just as much as math or science would have been was one of the
main reasons I had such a valuable experience. All our lives we get
the STEM drilled into us, AGS allowed me to explore the humanities
with other people who were equally as interested. I want that to be
an option for others as well

elizabeth green Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 As a junior in college, I can still say AGS was one of the best
educational experiences I’ve ever had. I want other students to
have that same experience, and I believe the proposed change in
curriculum would have negative affects.

Billy Smith Conway, AR 2018-09-10 The site selection seems flawed

Dee Ann Newell Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 So important to maintain at Hendrix.

Suzanne Peterson Beebe, AR 2018-09-10 My daughter benefitted from AGS and I do not want to see the
program tarnished.

Kelli Trickey Conway, AR 2018-09-10 This is s ridiculous change to a school that’s ill suited to host AGS.
Keep it at Hendrix!!

Kristen Roberson Benton, AR 2018-09-10 2008 Choral Music Alum here. AGS and Hendrix shaped my life
and the lives of my friends in ways we never could have imagined.
Please approve Hendrix hosting privileges as the rules and scoring
should permit them to.

Mark Hooper Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 Because the best college in Arkansas should be the setting for this
school for the best and the brightest — period.

Cy Starr Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-10 I’m signing because Arkansas Governor’s School was an important
opportunity for me to spend a summer with people from various
backgrounds around the state of Arkansas. I was able to learn
and think with people with a variety of interests. Changing the
curriculum would not house the same diverse, free-thinking
program. Arkansas needs AGS the way that it is now.

Pat Graham Conway, AR 2018-09-10 I believe it would be detrimental not only to ACS but the state of ar.

Jennifer Freeman North Little Rock,
AR

2018-09-10 AGS made a huge impact on my development as a student, citizen
and human being.

Fontella Young Dallas, TX 2018-09-10 I'm signing because the summer I spent at Governor's School
shaped me for the rest of my life. For the first time, ever, I wasn't
the "nerd" or "Teacher's pet". I was surrounded by like-minded and
highly gifted people who didn't fit into any box, but created their
own. We were all there to learn, but what I remember the most,
besides the wonderful instructors, are my fellow students, some
of whom I'm still in touch with today....30+ years later. Keep it at
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Hendrix....there is no substitute for that campus and time in my
life....#SummerOf1986

Mary Shollmier North Little Rock,
AR

2018-09-10 Many of my students have benefited from AGS over the years. The
arguments for moving it are absurd.

J. Michael Boyer Lorraine, KS 2018-09-10 AGS 1980 alumnus here. I really have nothing to add, except to say
that I agree with everything the petition says. I do hope that this
decision will be reversed.

Jeannie Goodwin Conway, AR 2018-09-10 I want to help

Karen Highfill Rogers, AR 2018-09-10 2 of my children attended AGS as we know it to be a curriculum that
encourages liberal arts in its curriculum. If the change of University
to a site such as TECH is allowed the curriculum will change to a
focus on STEM curriculum. There are plenty of opportunities for
our math, science, technology students to be supported. This is an
obvious result of having a governor who does not encourage our
students to be educated in the disciplines outside of his agenda.
My daughters along with 400 students each summer have had
an opportunity that encouraged them to think and discuss topics
within a curriculum of liberal arts that made them think more
deeply about who they are as humans. The human connection is
being lost in our society and this push to get AGS changes when
the original rubric supports Hendrix as the location is more than
disheartening. I will not support the movement of AGS to ATU.

Emilee Baker Scott, US 2018-09-10 Despite what some of our politicians might think, there is more out
there for young Arkansans than just technology. There's already
this massive push to shoehorn absurd amounts of coding and tech
into our standard school curriculum and now we're going to put
it into Governor's School, too? Those making this decision do not
seem to understand the purpose of this program. It isn't a cram
school. It isn't a college preparation camp. It isn't simply for the
most academically elite in the state. Governor's School was created
to serve students with a wide range of interests. It was created to
serve not only the book-smart, but also the creative types. It was
not meant to teach you subjects from a textbook-- that is what these
students get nine months of the year-- it was meant to allow these
students a chance to find themselves and think for themselves.
To learn who they are beyond school and what they can become.
Sometimes our best and brightest don't find passion in the STEM
fields and they need to know that is

John Mark Walker Harvard, MA 2018-09-10 I can't imagine AGS being anywhere but Hendrix. It's the best
location in the state for hosting due to the on campus facilities
and access to faculty. A strong liberal arts program needs to be an
immersive experience surrounded by a strong liberal arts culture.
This is a place to learn how to think, to learn how to learn. It's a
place to experience life firsthand from different points of view.
AGS was an amazing formative experience for me and changed
my entire outlook. Give others that same opportunity.Do the right
thing.

Janice Mccombs Munfordville, KY 2018-09-10 My grandson was at the Governor’s Schools this past summer. We
must continue this school to nurture these bright kids who come
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together here. They are the future scientists, inventors, teachers,
leaders and problem solvers of our nation. Don’t snuff out their
light.

Deannah StJohn Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 I am a teacher at Parkview.

Harold Hill Hot Springs, AR 2018-09-10 I've attended AGS and graduated from Hendrix. It's a big reason I
still live in Arkansas. Please reconsider moving and changing one of
the brightest lights in Arkansas education.

Stephanie Caruthers Little Rock, AR 2018-09-10 I did not attend AGS, but so many friends did. Their perspective
informs my view that relocating AGS is not the best move.

Ed Castaldo nowhere, KS 2018-09-10 As the firs AGS Alumni Association president I'm concerned about
the seemingly arbitrary change despite the high score of the historic
home of AGS. This seems more political than education-based.

Paula Gribble Medford, NJ 2018-09-10 I'm signing because AGS changed my life for the better...not
because of academics, but because it held my heart and taught me
to be a confident woman. AGS 1990

Corey Nesbit Nashville, TN 2018-09-10 I attended AGS as a student in the summer of 2006, and worked as
an RA for three sessions from 2009-2011. Not only was I afforded
an enlightening experience by the teachers that nominated me as
a candidate, but I was also able to help cultivate the experiences of
many more young Arkansans. In my teenage mind, 6 weeks seemed
far too large a chunk out of one's summer break to commit to a
&quot;summer camp&quot;. I am endlessly thankful everyone who
pushed for me to attend as it allowed me to interact with a diverse
sample of students I would not have met otherwise. The curriculum
of AGS is much more important and formative for potential students
than any &quot;technical&quot; alternative. The purpose of AGS is
to assist young Arkansans in becoming thoughtful, understanding
human beings that aspire to build a better society. It is not meant
to be a coding bootcamp. AGS being at Hendrix also helps the
students' immersion into the curriculum, interaction and growth
with their peers. There are few distractions from

Cheryl Anderson Alma, AR 2018-09-10 My daughter was struggling to stay engaged in learning as her
AGS summer approached. She participated in STEM-oriented
enrichment conferences but nothing was igniting her passion
for learning...until she attended AGS at Hendrix. It was nothing
short of a profound, life-altering experience. She found &quot;her
people&quot; and explored concepts and controversies that
sharpened her critical thinking skills. She was on a campus that was
safe and free from anyone outside the AGS program. If the state
wants to fund a second summer education program at Arkansas
Tech that is STEM-focused, so be it. Don't replace AGS at Hendrix
and please don't think the results will be similar. The students who
give up 6 weeks of summer vacation to attend Arkansas Governor's
School and receive not one school credit are special and different.
Please reconsider and keep AGS at Hendrix. It is a beacon for those
students.

April Hermosillo Wynne, AR 2018-09-10 I'm signing because AGS was one of the best things that's happened
to me I've grown so much as a person because AGS and changing
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the whole basis around it is ruining the experience for future alumni
to come.

Susan Tillemans little rock, AR 2018-09-10 Hendrix is an ivy league school w/ unparralled atmosphere
conducive to learning!

Niki Moss Conway, AR 2018-09-10 As the parent of both an AGS alum, as well as a potential future
applicant, I am opposed to making such drastic changes to the
program. One of the reasons I felt secure enough to send my
daughter to AGS was because it was a program of such long
standing at Hendrix. I would have very serious reservations about
allowing my child to be a guinea pig for a full 4-6 weeks with a
program that didn’t already have most of the kinks worked out. I am
also concerned by the fact there would be summmer college classes
as well as other camps going on simultaneously with AGS at ATU.
At Hendrix, I knew AGS had the full run of campus with no other
groups there at the same time. It gave me the sense of security I
needed to sign my child up for such a lengthy program. I am also
concerned about the extensive overhaul of curriculum as proposed
by ATU. My daughter—an alum who reflected back on her time
at AGS as one of the more formative experiences of her life when
writing her college application essay—says she would not ha

러네 백 US 2018-09-10 My name is Renea Goddard and as an alumni of AGS, I can say
that Hendrix remains the best location and environment for the
program.

Jonathon Lance Nashville, AR 2018-09-10 I’m signing because I know that Arkansas Governor’s School is a
wonderful program, just the way it is. Due to circumstances outside
of my control, I was never able to attend Governor’s School, but
I have had the opportunity to meet students who have gone to
Governor’s School, and have gotten to know members of the staff
of Governor’s School. The students, and especially the staff, have
impressed me as remarkably innovative and intelligent people
with a deep love of education and of the people of Arkansas.As
an educator, I would love to be able to do many of the things that
Arkansas Governor’s School does within my own classroom, but
the circumstances of Governor’s School—namely, a meeting of the
best and brightest kids from across the state with experts in various
fields—are impossible to replicate outside of this forum.Parts of the
magic of this forum are A.) its intellectual rigor and B.) its setting
within an environment where only high school students are present.
This allows the program

Tracy Adkisson Memphis, TN 2018-09-10 AGS has been a transformative program for decades. It changed
my life. Hendrix made the best proposal and has a solid history of a
strong program.

MiKayla Nash Benton, AR 2018-09-10 Arkansas Governors' School should stay how it is: an influential,
practical, and amazing program that doesn't need to be changed,
AT ALL

Michelle Gerhardt Rogers, AR 2018-09-10 My daughter attended AGS. The whole experience made a huge
impact on her. The campus is absolutely delightful and it definitely
added an ambiance. We fell in love with Hendrix! The campus was
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a huge part of the decision when it was time to choose a college as
well. I appreciate your time.

Michael Wells Greenbrier, AR 2018-09-10 Originally my main opposition was the inability for Arkansas Tech to
host AGS as a stand alone camp. Hendrix was always able to ensure
AGS was the focus of their summer. Tech will run multiple camps
concurrently. However after reading the proposal, the change of
curriculum is even more disheartening. AGS provided me the ability
to think critically and challenge my own views for why I felt the way
I did. This changed my outlook on some and gave me the ability to
intellectually defend my others.

Thomas Moran Champaign, IL 2018-09-11 I’m signing this because the proposal put forth by ATU doesn’t
even begin to live up to the standards and expectations that have
been established by decades worth of development and success
set forth by the Hendrix model. It is a blatant attempt to prioritize
recruiting over education, and the Department of Education should
not encourage such exploitation.

Angie Hancock Woodinville, WA 2018-09-11 I am an AGS Alumni, and I think the multidisciplinary nature of AGS -
the core class along with the other liberal arts supplemental classes
- made it the success it is. Changing it to the current flavor of the
day, like STEM, is just jumping on a bandwagon that is not needed.

Mi-Calynn Moore Carson, CA 2018-09-11 If there's a discount for students prime, there should be one for
teachers.

Cindy Gilbert Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 Our daughter attended and the rewards were great. She is now
pursuing a degree in education with a focus on GT.

Kim Drake North Little Rock,
AR

2018-09-11 I have dreamed of having a child go to Governor’s School since I was
a teenager. My oldest is 15 this year.

Ashley Gray Aiken, SC 2018-09-11 AGS is great!!

Amanda Black Langhorne, PA 2018-09-11 Not only is Hendrix a fairly central location, but the atmosphere
of a college campus without the college kids and the huge lack of
mosquitos are both enormous points in favor of Hendrix campus.
Don’t move governor’s school! #AGSClassof1998

Rebecca Paglianite Conway, AR 2018-09-11 I’m an AGS alum and, as a teacher, have recommended many
students over the years because I believe in this program. I don’t
believe Tech intends to keep the integrity of this program.

Elly Bates Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 I attended AGS in visual arts and I can honestly say that the tutelage
I received that summer has stuck with me and that I have used
some of the specific things I learned from my art instructor in
both working as a visual artist as well as teaching art myself. I also
learned so much from the students I met from across the state!

Scott Caldwell Bentonville, AR 2018-09-11 AGS 1985

Cindy Caudle Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-11 AGS has had a positive impact on a large number of our state’s
highest performing students. Why do we need to fix something that
isn’t broken?!
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Arlene Montgomery Conway, AR 2018-09-11 Arlene Montgomery

Beth Lasley Conway, AR 2018-09-11 My daughter will be applying to AGS in two years. My sister is an
alum. I wanted to go, but my school counselor nominated someone
else. The new curriculum is not what these students need. These
Students need to be challenged, and exposed to real life issues.
Learning tech is not something they need. They need to be able to
think outside of the box. The new curriculum does not do any of
these things.

Scott Caldarera Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 Areas should remain as defined, and not having college students
sharing campus is huge for spirit and feel of the entire program.
Interacting with peers in closed environment foments trust and
camaraderie that facilitates group and individual growth.

Rickey Phillips Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 Leave AGS alone! No better location than Hendrix.

Nathaniel Peters Fouke, AR 2018-09-11 The Arkansas Governor's School program changed my life. Being
able to experience other cultures and ideologies from all different
areas for the first time completely changed the way I view the world.
Arkansas Governor's School has never been focused solely on the
development or use of technology that is constantly changing,
but rather on the development of the minds of those who use it.
Limiting the Governor's School program to such a degree would not
only be detrimental to the program itself, but also to any students
who might miss or give up the opportunity to have such an amazing
experience because of such limitations on program content. Do not
let yet another brilliant spot of light in this dark and dull world be
put out in the pursuit of political greatness.

Erin Flowers Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 I'm an AGS alum

Cathy Hill Bryant, AR 2018-09-11 All three of our children went to AGS. I think it had a wonderful
impact on them. It was without a doubt one of the best programs
they attended.

Jennifer Steel Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 What is being proposed by Tech may be a great program for
some Arkansas teenagers. It is not, however, a replacement for
Governor’s School. When the scores add up to Hendrix, but the
votes are for Tech, question the recommendation.

Anastasia Mills Benton, AR 2018-09-11 AGS was a life changing experience for me, and Arkansas needs this
program to keep up with the rest of the country, for sure. Ther is
nothing else like this in the state.

Daniel Blasingame US 2018-09-11 Hendrix is by far the best location for AGS for many reasons,
including those cited in your report. I would also encourage the
committee to be wary of swinging the curriculum to far toward tech.
Balance & inclusion of the arts is crucial. Thanks- Daniel, AGS 87

Ben Curry Conway, AR 2018-09-11 AGS has a huge impact on my life. I only hope that these same
opportunities continue to be around for others.

Robert Talley Hot Springs
National Park, AR

2018-09-11 As much as I love Tech, Hendrix should remain.
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Caitlyn Smith Berryville, AR 2018-09-11 AGS wouldn’t have been as good of an experience if it had not taken
place at Hendrix. No other place fits with the spirit of AGS as well as
it does.

Seth Boles US 2018-09-11 AGS is great and should not be changed for no reason. Hendrix is a
good central location that has plenty of great attributes that make it
better suited for such a program

Melissa Johnson Rogers, AR 2018-09-11 I had two children attend Arkansas Governors School. One went
to Hendrix and one to the U of A. Neither wanted to stay in state
before AGS. Please don’t make changes without good reasons!
Hendrix campus was the perfect location. Why not respect your own
scoring system?

Nicole Turnage Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-11 I, myself, attended AGS with a focus in Natural Sciences (Area I),
and would like to express how important the critical thinking and
cross-disciplinary curriculum was essential for my educational
foundation. I am now pursuing a doctoral degree in microbiology,
and many of the creativity and critical thinking skills I gained from
classes, films, 4:10s/6:10s, and lectures outside of my Area-1 have
been important into the development of my scientific skills and
curiosity. I am a better person and scientist due to AGS. AGS doesn’t
need change of curriculum or location, and is successful for GT
students.

Sara Hoopchuk US 2018-09-11 AGS wouldn't have been a life changing experience in a different
setting with different curriculum

Charles Dyer Alma, AR 2018-09-11 I attended AGS at Hendrix and the campus is perfect for a program
like this, and the curriculum provided me with everything I didn't get
out of a high school education. ATU's curriculum isn't AGS material.

Janet Bond Rogers, AR 2018-09-11 We saw how it benefited our granddaughter.

Regina Bridges Vilonia, AR 2018-09-11 The curriculum does NOT need to change. It is a great program
BECAUSE of the curriculum and location. If Hendrix got the highest
score, Hendrix should remain the location. Start a senior STEM
school somewhere else if necessary but don't change AGS to fit into
your box.

Sarah McKenna Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-11 This program was fundamental in my educational development and
Hendrix is the rightful location for this curriculum.

Emily Crawford Hot Springs
National Park, AR

2018-09-11 I'm signing because this program changed my entire life in the best
way possible. I am a good person today because of AGS. Please
don't take that possibility away from future students.

Michelle Shellabarger North Little Rock,
AR

2018-09-11 Governor's school is an important part of GT education in Arkansas.

Wes Highfill Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 Ags was one of the best experiences of my life. Please don’t change

Nat Willmon Conway, AR 2018-09-11 I'm an alumni and Hendrix is the ONLY environment for AGS!



Name Location Date Comment

Alese Stroud Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 1 - The site selection committee MUST transparently follow its rules.
If Hendrix had the most points, Hendrix wins. PERIOD.2 - Building
intellectual curiosity and skills needed to explore the many facets
of complex issues through healthy, meaningful debate should not
focus on STEM students. ALL of our students benefit from these
developmental learnings.

Raul Giron Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-11 I went to AGS 2015 and believe that hendrix is the best place to host
it and that the committee needs follow their own rules that they put
into place!

James A. Brown Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 I taught at Arkansas Governor School and found an exciting
environment for exceptional young people to learn, expand their
horizons and give them confidence. Please leave it as it is.

Adam Williams Jonesboro, AR 2018-09-11 I enjoyed my experience at AGS and Hendrix College was central to
that experience.

Laura Carden Maumelle, AR 2018-09-11 I’m a proud alumni of AGS 1990. I hope AGS continues to impact
lives for years to come at Hendrix following its proven curriculum.

John Johnson Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 AGS alumnus 1986, the program was influential in my development
and needs to be preserved as a means of challenging gifted
learners rather than transforming into a technology enrichment
program.

daryl dungey Benton, AR 2018-09-11 i want fairness

Sidney McGough Conway, AR 2018-09-11 I worked as an A/V specialist this year at AGS. After reading through
the proposal to move the location of AGS I am very concerned
that if passed the quality of AGS will suffer as the A/V needs will
be fairly unknown. As an A/V specialist there is a document which
contains our job description and details for set-ups specific to
AGS events at Hendrix College. If moved from Hendrix, I fear the
needs of students will not be met and the program overall will
suffer as inadequate preparation for the program will be imminent.
Therefore, as the A/V aspect of AGS is critical for the survival of the
program I highly advise the Arkansas Board of Education to not
move Arkansas Govenor’s School from Hendrix College.

Will Spohn Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 AGS has to be one of the most formative experiences of my life. To
put it shortly, the humanities focus of the program was extremely
influential and loved by myself and other alumnii. At its core, AGS
is about the humanities. It is not about computers like the new
program would have it be. That program is definitely beneficial, but
it is not what AGS is meant to be.

Maribel Hermandez Rogers, AR 2018-09-11 Maribel hernandez

Benjamin
Aitoumeziane

Rogers, AR 2018-09-11 AGS changed my life for the better as it does for all that pass
through the program. All Arkansans would lose if it is changed in
the ways proposed by the state.

Michael Doshier New York, NY 2018-09-11 Governor's School was a defining moment of my young life, and
I cannot imagine it taking place anywhere other than Hendrix
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College. Hendrix's campus was utterly perfect for the program, and
the program should not be relocated.

Judy Clark Caldwell, AR 2018-09-11 The curriculum at ATU does not meet high standards of critical
thinking encouraged at Hendrix. Hendrix is centrally located. The
process of selection is suspect.

Skyler Gambert Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-11 I attend AGS at Hendrix and it was one of the greatest experiences
of my life. The solitude Hendrix provided was critical in shaping that
experience.

Holly Paoli Davis Little Rock, AR 2018-09-11 The central Arkansas location makes AGS more accessible to
students from every part of the state.

Lilla Magee San Leandro, CA 2018-09-11 I attended the very first AGS and it completely opened up my
thinking and showed me the power of independence. I believe there
is a "progressive" gene and kids chosen for the program probably
have it. This experience can foster confidence in pursuing the next
step in social evolution. This school should not be used as a summer
school to boost grades and college applications, but as a chance to
relax and think for yourself.

Amy Gomez Lake Charles, LA 2018-09-11 I attended AGS in 1991, and the things I studied and experienced
still impact how I process ideas to this day. This program does not
need to be “fixed” - do not destroy something that has been so
influential in so many lives.

Missye Tyler Conway, AR 2018-09-11 Both my children attended AGS. I was on the faculty too. My grad
school friends designed the curriculum and presented it to the
governor. The model on which AGS was founded is based on the
best practices for high ability children. The Hendrix campus is
centrally located and there are no college programs on campus to
distract the students.

Jill Weir Cabot, AR 2018-09-11 2 of my kids went to AGS and it is a big reason they are the people
they are today! It must stay the same!

Gwendy Lefforge US 2018-09-11 Two of my children attended AGS and I want the exact same
experience for my 3rd!!

Keith Chambers Warren, AR 2018-09-11 I don't know the ASU campus, so I'm no advocate for Hendrix,
but information in the OP begs the question why a change to
ASU is warranted if the costs are comparable and scores (and
tradition) favor Hendrix.Petitions are great and all... but they get
mentioned at the board meeting and that's about it. I will take a
more direct approach. I'll call this guy (see below, Chair of the state
BOE) tomorrow and maybe he can tell us more about what's really
going on here. I'd suggest we get a little more creative and a little
more direction action, if you think this is important. If we don't get
anywhere where with BOE people, we can start calling our state
reps. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dr.
Jay BarthDr. Jay Barth, chair of the State Board, brings to the board
a distinctive record of research and advocacy across a wide range of
education issues at the state and federal levels. Barth is the M.E. and
Ima Graves Peace professor and director of the Odyssey Progr
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Trystin Anderson Conway, AR 2018-09-12 I went to AGS and it was the best experience of my youth. It was a
fantastic way to get a feel for life outside of high school. Hendrix is
the perfect place for AGS. It's a beautiful, small campus and to move
Arkansas Governor's School somewhere else would be a shame.

Kirsten Keels West Fork, AR 2018-09-12 I’m an AGS Alumni who truly believes the program needs to remain
the way it is. As a student attending Princeton University, I attribute
a lot of my success to my summer at AGS.

Saskia Benjamin Atlanta, GA 2018-09-12 I'm an alum from the early 1990s. AGS was my introduction to
critical thinking and was invaluable to my transition to college. I
have degrees in both art history and city planning and now run a
nonprofit international arts organization in Atlanta. I attribute my
ability to work in a transdiciplinary fashion in part to my experience
at AGS.

Peter Grant Conway, AR 2018-09-12 As a governor's school alumnus, a focus on STEM, while beneficial
in its own right, is not the purpose of the governor's school.
The change to Arkansas Tech would be not only unjust per the
committee's own standards but unfair to the thousands of young
Arkansans who may attend in the future.

Pamela Buckner White Hall, AR 2018-09-12 Rules were set I have not been provided with a qualifying rationale
for why the vote count rules are not being followed

David Weatherly Little Rock, AR 2018-09-12 As a Governor school alumnus (2001) I cant imagine it anywhere but
Hendrix.

Rhianna Lightle Bentonville, AR 2018-09-12 Hendrix is the perfect atmosphere for a program like AGS to thrive.
The small and intimate campus was crucial in keeping students
interconnected and encouraging more people to apply to AGS to
be a part of such a beautiful and well connected AGS campus at
Hendrix. Conway itself is a much more accessible and centralized
area in the state which helps to draw in more applicants. AGS needs
to remain at Hendrix in order to continue to thrive and create
amazing memories and life-changing experiences like it did for me.

Da-Neya Price US 2018-09-12 I’m signing because I went to AGS. It was my first time away from
home and it defined the way I communicated and dealt with being
away from home at every point after that, it helps me in college
to better communicate with the people around me and make
them feel comfortable as well. Hendrix was the perfect place for
AGS, it was a beautiful campus and everything about it made the
experience worthwhile. The only reason I didn’t attend He detox
was because I wanted to suspend those memories in time, forever
locking them onto that special place. From the cold dorms, the the
moss covered buildings, to the squirrels, everything there made
AGS the most magical experience I could have ever had in my life,
nothing will change that and neither should they try to, Hendrix
deserves AGS and AGS deserves Hendrix.

Kelly Greenlee Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-12 My kid went to AGS at Hendrix. It was one of her best memories,
and kept her in Arkansas.. It would be a big mistake moving it,
because it's hard to brag about going to ATU.. TRUTH!!



Name Location Date Comment

Christian Boekhout Hot Springs
National Park, AR

2018-09-12 I understand the Deparements concern with the liberal nature of
the program. But as someone who leans conservative, I wouldn’t
change a thing. I don’t think diversity of thought is a bad thing in
Arkansas and for a lot of the kids, it was one of the only places they
felt they could be themselves. More importantly though, I loved
the academic focuses (Area I) of the camp simply because it was
not the traditional STEM stuff. Not everyone wants a career in that
and AGS was about the only place I could go to foster my interest in
the social sciences. The arts were also a critical part of the program
and to cut them would be a disgrace. Also, Area II (philosophy) was
my absolute favorite class. I think all high schoolers should take
philosophy as it really helped analyze how and why I think like I do.
Most importantly: it needs to be a 6-week program. 6 week’s felt too
short and I can’t imagine all the (phone-free) memories I would not
have had it been two weeks shorter. I, and almost everyone who
went to

Christian Boekhout Hot Springs
National Park, AR

2018-09-12 I understand the Departments concern with the liberal nature of
the program. But as someone who leans conservative, I wouldn’t
change a thing. I don’t think diversity of thought is a bad thing in
Arkansas and for a lot of the kids, it was one of the only places they
felt they could be themselves. More importantly though, I loved
the academic focuses (Area I) of the camp simply because it was
not the traditional STEM stuff. Not everyone wants a career in that
and AGS was about the only place I could go to foster my interest in
the social sciences. The arts were also a critical part of the program
and to cut them would be a disgrace. Also, Area II (philosophy) was
my absolute favorite class. I think all high schoolers should take
philosophy as it really helped analyze how and why I think like I do.
Most importantly: it needs to be a 6-week program. 6 week’s felt too
short and I can’t imagine all the (phone-free) memories I would not
have had it been two weeks shorter. This proposal isn’t just about
mo

Britt Boswell Little Rock, AR 2018-09-12 The process in the selection of a campus for AGS did not follow its
own guidelines. The shift to more math and science negates the
value of the humanities and the more broadly based curriculum of
the Hendrix College AGS experience.

Mary Beth Blackmon Tralee, Ireland 2018-09-12 It’s the right thing to do.

Arosha wijesinghe Little Rock, AR 2018-09-12 Arosha Wije

Vicki Crockett Conway, AR 2018-09-12 Critical thinking is the key to longterm success.

Michaela Curran Riverside, CA 2018-09-12 I am a graduate of AGS (class of 1999). The experience meant
so much to me and has contributed to the person that I am
today. It provided a space for students who loved challenges,
had strong beliefs, and didn’t quite fit into the typical high school
classroom. Its curricula and activities created a vibrant intellectual
life that was not focused solely on the teleological concerns of
creating future leaders or innovators. It was about so much
more than simply building skills to contribute to those goals. It
fostered curiosity, a critical viewpoint, and passion for ideas, three
things that should never be judged on the criteria of creating
a practical outcome. Look, I love technology. I worked for two
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technology companies before going to graduate school. Now, I am
a quantitative researcher who still loves technology. But, AGS is
not about ensuring technological innovation. It is about providing
a haven for students who love ideas, learning, and intellectual
challenge. If that leads to innovation, excellent.

Michaela Curran Riverside, CA 2018-09-12 I am a graduate of AGS (class of 1999). The experience meant
so much to me and has contributed to the person who I am
today. It provided a space for students who loved challenges,
had strong beliefs, and didn’t quite fit into the typical high school
classroom. Its curricula and activities created a vibrant intellectual
life that was not focused solely on the teleological concerns of
creating future leaders or innovators. It was about so much
more than simply building skills to contribute to those goals. It
fostered curiosity, a critical viewpoint, and passion for ideas, three
things that should never be judged on the criteria of creating
a practical outcome. Look, I love technology. I worked for two
technology companies before going to graduate school. Now, I am
a quantitative researcher who still loves technology. But, AGS is
not about ensuring technological innovation. It is about providing
a haven for students who love ideas, learning, and intellectual
challenge. If that leads to innovation, excellent. I

Tom Stiefel Bentonville, AR 2018-09-12 Because Governors school should be protected. Moving and
reducing it is a preamble to killing it off.

Tina diffee north little rock, AR 2018-09-12 Governors School is an EXCELLENT venue for young Arkansans to
meet and learn about government and the world at large. I am
100% in support of this chance for Arkansas high school students!

DeWayne Myers Conway, AR 2018-09-12 I went to Governor's School in 1985. It was probably the single most
significant event that helped me decide who I truly was...not who I
was supposed to be as defined by my family and peers.

Diana Pope Greenbrier, AR 2018-09-12 Since the site selection committee scored Hendrix the highest score
then Hendrix should ne tje Governor's School site

Andrea Janota Indianapolis, IN 2018-09-13 AGS was one of the most transformative experiences in my life and
should be preserved for students to come.

Julia Winden Fey Conway, AR 2018-09-13 Having taught at AGS in the past, in Area II, I support this petition
and question the motives behind the proposed changes.

Jennifer Heaney Jerusalem, AR 2018-09-13 If it ain't broke....

Zach Smith Rogers, AR 2018-09-13 As a former student in this program, I learned more about how to
think and open my mind to new ideas than anything. I met amazing
friends and through those friends my wife. My biggest concern
is taking it a way from a campus that fosters this atmosphere so
well. Hendrix was an amazing place to be and didn’t overwhelm
you. If AGS is done at Tech during summer classes, it will potentially
put students in a position that is distracting and not helpful to the
environment that makes it so great. If anyone who can help it stay
at Hendrix sees this comment, please keep it there. The experiences
you get through this program are worth keeping it at Hendrix.
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Peter Horton Fayetteville, AR 2018-09-13 Changing the AGS program is a monstrously bad idea.

Sara Sharos Cincinnati, OH 2018-09-13 I loved AGS and the Utopia it created. To this day I have very
important friends I met there. I still remember things I learned
and where I learned them. There is a connection to all AGS alum
before and after my time and I want that to continue. It has to stay
at Hendrix. Also, having a degree in Theatre I believe the arts are
highly important to all students.

Kathryn Marie
Mainard O'Connell

Little Rock, AR 2018-09-13 I've read the reasons...and Arkansas Tech's proposal is simply not
as strong as Hendrix's. In addition, value is lost by moving to Tech.
Leave it at Hendrix!


