
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

 
 
JOHN CLINTON GOODSON                                                                                    PLAINTIFF 
 
VS. Case No. 46DR-19-50 

 
COURTNEY HUDSON GOODSON                                                                       DEFENDANT
      

 
PLAINTIFF’S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR SUIT MONIES 

  COMES NOW, Plaintiff, John Clinton Goodson, by and through his attorney, Matt Keil, 

KEIL & GOODSON, P.A., and for his Response to the Motion for Suit Monies states as follows: 

Defendant seeks an award of “suit monies” from the Court based on the following three 

supposed reasons: (1) she is “without sufficient means” to pay for her attorney’s fees, costs and  

expert witness fees in this case; (2) Plaintiff is “driving up Defendant’s litigation costs” by 

serving additional discovery requests upon her and filing a Motion for Accounting; and (3) 

Plaintiff has not provided adequate responses to enable Defendant to obtain Plaintiff’s Wells 

Fargo bank records.  As set forth below, none of the reasons have any merit.  

First, Defendant has an annual income of $174,925 or over $14,500 per month.  In 

addition, as set forth in her discovery responses, she has cash on hand in excess of $75,000.  

Defendant clearly has the financial resources to support herself and to pay the mortgage, utilities 

and taxes on the home where she resides as well as pay for her attorney’s fees, costs and any 

expert witness fees she chooses to incur.   

Further, Defendant has not retained an expert witness in this case and only asserts that she 

wants suit monies to “possibly” obtain an expert to value Plaintiff’s businesses.  It would be 

unreasonable to require Plaintiff to pay for expert witness fees to value his businesses because 

his businesses are his separate property as they were all acquired before marriage and, thus, 
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Defendant has no interest in those businesses.  The Arkansas Supreme Court has made it clear 

that both the value of Plaintiff’s businesses as well as the appreciation of such businesses during 

the marriage are his separate property and not subject to division by the Court.  See Moore v. 

Moore, 2016 Ark. 105 (2016); see also A.C.A. § 9-12-315.        

Second, Plaintiff is not “driving up Defendant’s litigation costs.”  Plaintiff served 

Defendant with an initial set of discovery requests, which were almost identical to the discovery 

requests Defendant served on him.  After receiving Defendant’s responses, Plaintiff was 

surprised to find that Defendant was claiming an interest in his separate property acquired before 

marriage.  Thus, Plaintiff served a second set of discovery requests on Defendant to determine 

(1) why Defendant claimed an interest in his separate property; and (2) why she believed she 

could sign his name to a check made payable to the parties jointly without his knowledge or 

permission1.  (A copy of the second set of discovery is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”).  He also 

served a set of requests for admissions to try and narrow the issues before trial.  Plaintiff is 

serving a third set of discovery requests today that has six (6) interrogatories and two (2) requests 

for production that are necessary in response to recent activities of Defendant.  These discovery 

requests are not onerous and should be easy for Defendant to answer.  (A copy of the third set 

of discovery is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”).  Thus, Defendant should not incur any 

significant attorney’s fees in connection with responding to these requests.   

Third, Defendant claims that she cannot obtain Plaintiff’s Wells Fargo bank records 

because she does not have the address for Wells Fargo.  This is a simple issue that could have 

been addressed through counsel.  The address for the Wells Fargo branch where Plaintiff 

conducts business is 1301 Arkansas Boulevard, Texarkana, AR  71854.  If Defendant needs any 

                                                      
1  The check was compensation for marital property, not a gift to Defendant as she claims.   



3 
 

additional addresses for banks or other financial institutions, Plaintiff will provide those upon 

request of Defendant’s counsel.  With the authorization provided, Defendant can obtain 

Plaintiff’s bank records easily and without the need of additional attorney’s fees.  

For the reasons set forth above, Plaintiff respectfully requests that Defendant’s Motion 

for Suit Monies be denied. 

       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

      
       /s/ Matt Keil                                
       Matt Keil 

Arkansas Bar No. 86099 
KEIL & GOODSON P.A. 
406 Walnut Street 
Texarkana, AR 71854 
Telephone:  (870) 772-4113 
Facsimile:   (870) 773-2967 
mkeil@kglawfirm.com 

        

       ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing was filed using eFlex, the Arkansas Judiciary 
electronic filing system, with the Clerk of Court of Miller County Circuit Court, who shall send 
notification of such filing to the below counsel and, therefore, a true and correct copy of the 
foregoing has been served on this, the 12th  day of April, 2019, upon counsel of record: 
 
Lisa C. Ballard 
BALLARD & BALLARD, P.A. 
425 W. Broadway, Ste. N 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114 
Email: lisa@ballardandballard.net 
Attorney for Defendant 

       
      

       /s/ Matt Keil                                
       Matt Keil 
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