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Ark. House crushes DHS budget  
 
LITTLE ROCK — Moments ago, members of the Arkansas House of Representatives defeated the DHS budget for 
Arkansas Works. It failed on the House floor 52-8, following a federal judge’s decision to strike down the work 
requirement on Wednesday.  
 
The Arkansas Senate had approved the state budget just before the ruling was issued.  
 
This action jeopardizes Arkansas’ entire state budget and the only viable access to healthcare for over 300,000 
Arkansans, leaving a state deficit of at least $100 million overnight.  
 
None of the tax cuts that have been passed in this legislative session can be implemented if this action stands. Rural 
health providers will be driven out of business because their customers will no longer have access to health 
insurance.  
 
A poll conducted last month on behalf of the Arkansas Public Policy Panel and the Arkansas Citizens First Congress 
showed that 74 percent of likely Arkansas voters oppose the reduction of access to healthcare insurance by 
eliminating the Arkansas Works Medicaid expansion program.  
 
Mason-Dixon Polling & Strategy, an independent firm out of Jacksonville, Fla.,  polled likely Arkansas voters, asking 
the following question: “Would you support or oppose reducing access to healthcare by eliminating the Arkansas 
Works Medicaid expansion program that currently is the only affordable health insurance available to over 300,000 
Arkansans?” 
 
Statewide, 48 percent of those polled strongly opposed such a change in the law, and 26 percent somewhat 
opposed the change. Only 19 percent of Arkansas voters supported eliminating the Arkansas Works program.  
 
A total of 74 percent of Republicans and 83 percent of Democrats opposed the elimination of the program. 
 
“What this poll finds is overwhelming, bipartisan support for continuing the Arkansas Medicaid expansion, and we 
are pleased to see the Governor and lawmakers moving in that direction,” said Scharmel Roussel, chair of the CFC. 
“The Arkansas work requirement was flawed from the start, kicking many eligible people out of access to life saving 
health care. We look forward to working with lawmakers to find more effective methods of strengthening 
employment in Arkansas using the data on what strategies actually help achieve that.”. 
 
The House will have to reconsider this. The Citizens First Congress is urging everyone to call their members of the 
House of Representatives at 501-682-6211 and tell them to vote FOR expanded Medicaid.  
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Bill Kopsky, Executive Director, (501) 658-8815 
Kymara Seals, Policy Director, (501) 940-3467 
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