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Li�le Rock:

The Li�le Rock City Board of Directors is currently considering the Rebuild The Rock sales tax proposal. On 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021, the City Board was scheduled to vote on whether to place the sales tax proposal on 
the ballot for you to vote to approve or deny.

However, the scheduled vote did not occur on May 4, 2021.  The vote was deferred to May 11, 2021 to al-
low the City Board members addi�onal �me to review the amended version of the sales tax proposal. Be-
cause of the decision to defer the vote, parliamentary rules prohibited the City Board members from dis-
cussing the merits of the proposals un�l the mee�ng in which the actual vote will occur.  As a result, I was 
unable to express my opinion that I disagreed with the Mayor’s decision to defer the vote to May 11, 2021. 
I’m wri�ng this le�er to you to explain why I disagreed with the decision to defer. 

First, the City Board had ample opportunity and mul�ple mee�ngs to discuss the merits of the proposal. In 
fact, on more than one occasion between March 30th and April 21st, I asked my colleagues to share their 
thoughts about the proposal. However, many members of the City Board decided not to fully discuss this 
issue un�l April 27, 2021. In my opinion, these conversa�ons should have happened earlier and as a result, 
any changes to the proposal would have happened earlier. If the discussion had occurred earlier, then the 
City Board would have voted on the sales tax proposal on May 4, 2021. I think the decision to defer the 
vo�ng only legi�ma�zes the City Board not discussing issues among each other and could encourage fu-
ture delay and division.  

Second, on April 27, 2021, the City Board received the results of a poll regarding voters’ approval of the 
primary elements of the sales tax proposal. The results of the poll are copied below.  I’m not sharing this to 
provide editorial on the poll results, but to show that our City Board had informa�on and opportunity to 
vote on this proposal. This poll not only shows the general sen�ment about this proposal, but it also un-
derscores that we, as a City Board, do not have the ul�mate decision on whether this sales tax will be im-
plemented – YOU DO! 

In closing, I understand that not everyone in Li�le Rock agrees with the proposal or agrees with all of the 
elements of the proposal. However, a�er talking to many of you, reading your emails, and social media 
messages, I have resolved that although I do not agree with all elements of the current amended version of 
the proposal, I’m going to vote yes. I’m vo�ng yes, because I think this proposal makes Li�le Rock be�er 
tomorrow than it is today. More importantly, however, I’m vo�ng yes, so you can decide whether you 
think this makes Li�le Rock be�er. 

Respec�ully,  

Antwan Phillips

#BelieveInBe�er  
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